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October 20, 1899 1784 

REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., October 12, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the following, it being an account of 
the last trip made by me to the Texas border towns and country about 
the subport of Presidio, Tex. : 

On September 14, Mr. Drake ordered me to proceed to Presidio aDd 
other places, and take the proper measures to prevent the introduction 
and spread of smallpox in the United States. Accordingly I left Eagle 
Pass on the 14th, reached Marfa, Tex., on 15th, took stage at this 
place for Shafter on same date, and reached Shatter that afternoon. I 
remained in Shafter long enough to investigate that place, and finding 
nothing, I left on the Presidio stage for Presidio, the following day. 

After a long and tedious horseback ride of over 500 miles, I finally 
finished my trip, the result being that I found smallpox in abundance 
all along the Mexican side of the Eio Grande, in all, some 200 cases, 
and along the American side some 40 cases. 

In a letter of another date I explained the condition of the various 
towns. 

At Presido del Norte smallpox is spreading all the time, and as the 
Mexican Government will do nothing in the matter, the disease will 
undoubtedly prevail there all of the winter. The same may be said of 
the other Mexican towns. 

The people of Presidio del Norte are just beginning to realize the 
true effect of smallpox, their death rate at present being from 3 to 5 a 
day, and the disease constantly spreading. Many times has the presi- 
dente (mayor) of Presidio del Norte asked me for vaccine in order to 
protect his people. Had I been in possession of vaccine at the time I 
would have vaccinated several healthy children in Presidio del Norte 
and allowed the presidente to secure vaccine from the children's arms 
and vaccinate the rest of the population, needing, as I did, all the vac- 
cine available. As it happened, the vaccine ordered by Mr. Drake has 
never reached Presidio. 

The United States sanitary guards at Presidio, etc., are doing excel- 
lent service, and every effort is being used by them to prevent the spread 
of smallpox in places on the American side which have the disease, and 
also to prevent the entrance of any fresh cases from Mexico. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., October IS, 1899. — During the past month the deten- 
tion camp has been taxed to its utmost capacity, there being as many 
as 14 persons in camp at one time. 

It seems that all of the smaller towns in Mexico on the Mexican Inter- 
national Eailroad, are more or less infected with smallpox, hence, during 
my absence (I having spent the better part of the past month in Presidio, 
Tex., preventing the spread of smallpox in that section), there being no 
vaccine here, the officer left in charge deemed it wise to detain all indi- 
viduals from infected districts in the detention camp, rather than return 
them to Mexico and cause the infection of O. P. Diaz. 

The chances for the spread of smallpox on the Mexican border this 
winter will be very great ; hence Mr. Drake and myself are doing all 
in our power to prevent its entrance to the United States now. To this 
end, 2 guards are stationed at the detention camp, 1 doing night and 
the other day duty. On the pedestrian and railroad bridges we have 2 
guards doing day duty. Mr. Drake has ordered me (in compliance with 
Bureau telegram of 11th instant) to appoint 2 guards for the bridges to 
serve during the night. Along the Eio Grande we have 1 guard at 



1785 October 20, 1899 

Upson and 1 at Las Moras, both guards being on duty all the time and 
preventing access to the United States by way of the fords along the 
Eio Grande. Both of these men live on the river banks and ride a 
distance of from 10 to 15 miles daily. 

At the city of Del Eio, Tex., we have 3 guards, who look out for 
Las Vacas, Mexico, and the surrounding country. At Presidio, Pulvo, 
Spencers Bancho, Bindosa, Condalaria, and Pilares (all Texas border 
towns) we have ten mounted guards. 

As you will see from the foregoing, the Eio Grande in this district is 
very well looked after. 

The Presidio County is in quite a serious condition, and the guards 
are kept busy at all times, stringent measures being used often in order 
to prevent the distributing of smallpox. 

I have the honor to remain, respectfully, yours, 

Lea Hume, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. B~. 8., In Command. 

El Paso, Tex., October 8, 1899. — I have the honor to report that dur- 
ing the week ended October 7, 1899, there arrived on the Mexican Cen- 
tral Eailroad 2 passengers from Santiago de Cuba via Vera Cruz, 
Mexico, 1 an Italian cook, the other an American mechanic. These 
men were without certificates, and their baggage was, according to their 
statements, not disinfected. Both of them had been absent from Vera 
Cruz but seven days. They were detained four days, and their bag- 
gage was disinfected with formaldehyd. 

Eespectfully, yours, E. Alexander, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Laredo, Tex., October 5. 1899. — I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing report of the inspection service for the week ended September 30, 
1899: 

International Ferry. — Inspected and allowed entry from Nuevo 
Laredo, Mexico, to Laredo, Tex., 796; refused entry and returned from 
Monterey, Mexico, to Laredo, Tex., 8. The above persons refused 
entry had not procured certificates, and left the train at Nuevo Laredo 
to avoid inspection at the railroad bridge. 

International Foot Bridge. — Inspected and allowed entry from Nuevo 
Laredo, Mexico, to Laredo, Tex., 2,916. The above includes 19 immi- 
grants from Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, to Laredo, Tex. 

Refused entry and returned. — September 25, 3 from Tampico, Mexico, 
to United States. September 26, 1 from Monterey, Mexico, to United 
States; 1 from Torreon, Mexico, to United States. September 27, 1 
from Monterey, Mexico, to United States. September 28, 1 from 
Lampazos, Mexico, to United States. September 29, 1 from City of 
Mexico to Laredo, Tex.; 1 from Monterey, Mexico, to Laredo, Tex. 
Total refused entry for the week, 9. 

Persons refused entry left the train at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, to 
avoid inspection on the railroad bridge. No baggage or household 
effects are allowed across this bridge except what originates in Nuevo 
Laredo, Mexico, and the immediate vicinity ; and I first satisfy myself 
before issuing a permit, and inspecting. 

Mexico National Railroad Bridge. — From City of Mexico to United 
States, 52; San Luis Potosi to United States, 38; Saltillo to United 
States, 23 ; Monterey to United States, 74 ; other points, 29 ; total, 216. 

September 24 : Two persons from San Luis Potosi, six daj s out from 
Puebla, were refused entry ; no baggage. Eefused entry to 1 person 
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from Monterey ; no evidence ; no baggage. Eefused entry to 1 jperson 
three days out from Puebla, with evidence of being at Puebla three 
days previous to appearance ; he had hand-baggage only. Disinfected 
a trunk which was stamped "Vera Cruz, September 4," and had no 
certificate on it of disinfection ; the owner passed on September 22, with 
certificate for himself. 

September 25 : Three persons, four to five days out from Tampico, 
were placed in the detention camp. They forded the river below the 
railroad bridge and were destitute. 

September 27 : Eefused entry to 1 person from San Luis Potosi ; no 
evidence. Eefused entry to 1 person from Monterey; no evidence. 
Disinfected 3 trunks and a valise from Yucatan via Vera Cruz and the 
City of Mexico, twenty-five days at City of Mexico, but the certificate 
stated to disinfect baggage. 

September 29 : Eefused entry to 1 person from the City of Mexico ; 
no certificate. 

September 30 : Eefused entry to 1 person from the City of Mexico ; 
no certificate. Quarantine regulations are being strictly enforced. 
Eespectfully, yours, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Plan for protecting the United States should Monterey become infected with 

yellow fever. 

Lakedo, Tex., October 7, 1899. 

Sir : Owing to the continuance of yellow fever at Tampico, and the 
possibility of its reaching Monterey, I have considered the means to be 
instituted upon its reaching Monterey to prevent the possibility of its 
entering at this port. The report from the United States consul at 
Tampico on September 27, 1899, is : "Another case of yellow fever 
reported to day. Of the 5 cases reported, every one has been in a 
different locality, and not in contact, as far as can be ascertained." 

October 2 acting assistant surgeon United States Marine-Hospital 
Service at Monterey wires : "Seven yellow fever, Tampico." October 
6, same source: "Yellow fever reported, Victoria." 

Victoria is a city about half way between Tampico and Monterey on 
the line of the Monterey and Mexican Gulf Eailroad. 

On October 17, after the recent outbreak of yellow fever at Tampico, 
the governor of the State of Tamaulipas, Mexico, placed a quarantine 
at Gonzales, on the railroad about 40 miles northwest of Tampico. 
The following is the method as reported from the consular agency at 
Victoria, Mexico : "The Tampico train stops at Gonzales; passengers, 
after examination and fumigation, board another train, are again 
examined near Victoria, remain at Victoria over night, and next morn- 
ing take another train for Monterey." 

The above method has no value worth the trouble taken. A person 
also reports from Victoria that no Americans have passed through 
from Tampico since the quarantine was put on, except railroad 
employees. Last year the yellow fever at Monterey made its appear- 
ance first among the railroad employees of the Monterey and Mexican 
Gulf Eailroad. 

Assistant Surgeon Gofer sent me a copy of his instructions to the 
Mexican National Eailroad officials should yellow fever break out at 
Monterey, which require the through train from the City of Mexico not 
to stop within a radius of 25 miles of Monterey, and all refugees from 
Monterey are instructed that they will have to be detained and baggage 



